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6 reasons why Genoa should be your next city 

break  

Enjoy the perfect getaway in this Italian city 
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In a country teeming with tourist hot spots, the unassuming capital of Italy’s Liguria region can 

often be overlooked. But with a well-preserved medieval city, delicious local cuisine and a stunning 

location between the Alps and the ocean, Rachel Thompson reveals why Genoa should be next on 

your list of city breaks. 

|1. Historic sights abound 

Very much a working city, Genoa’s tourist attractions have none of the untouchable splendour that 

you can encounter at times in Rome or Florence. In fact, of the over-150 royal palaces once packed 

into the Ligurian capital, many now house banks, hotels or shops, whose employees go about their 

daily routines beneath breathtaking frescos. 

Some of these opulent residences have been preserved in their former glory, however, with 42 now 

comprising the Palazzi dei Rolli (a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2006). Home to some of 

Genoa’s wealthiest families during the Golden Age, these spectacular palaces are thrown open to 

the public semi-annually, with paid guided tours available throughout the rest of the year. An 

undoubted highlight is the Palazzo Spinola, a beautifully restored palace that’s also home to an art 

gallery. 
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|2. It’s home to some unusual shops 

For a departure from conventional souvenir shopping, hit the city’s string of historic shops. 

Housed within buildings hundreds of years old, many of these shops have been in operation for over 

70 years, while some of these family-run establishments have been active for more than two 

centuries. The city's Regional Register of Historic Shops is an attempt to ensure this important part 

of Genoese heritage is preserved. 

From multicoloured confectionary and traditional tripe shops to Romeo Viganotti, the city’s 150-

year-old chocolate factory, each one is a delight to visit, with the proprietors eager to share their 

history and offer expert advice. 

 
A display of delicious chocolate at Romeo Viganotti © Romeo Viganotti s.r.l. - Fabbrica di 
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|3. It has a rich maritime past - and it's the birthplace of 

Christopher Columbus 

The sea is at the heart of Genoan culture, with many of the city’s sights dedicated to its maritime 

history. 

Explore the Casa di Colombo, an 18th-century reconstruction of the birthplace of Genoa’s most 

famous son, Christopher Columbus, situated in the Old Town. For those keen to learn more about 

the explorer, try the Galata Museo del Mare, the largest sea museum in the Mediterranean. 

Continuing the maritime theme, the Acquario di Genova is the second largest aquarium in Europe, 

and one of Italy’s most-visited exhibitions. Home to over 500 species, including sharks, there is 

also a unique floating display within a moored ship and a panoramic lift offering a 360-degrees 

view around the port. 

 



 
Grey reef shark at the Acquario di Genova © 123RF.com/fambros 

|4. There's a national park with incredible views 

Known as the vertical city, there are various lifts and cable cars to Genoa's different levels, many 

boasting excellent views. 

Take a short ride on the Zecca-Righi funicular to escape the steep, narrow streets entirely. At the 

top is the Parco Urbano delle Mura, the largest expanse of parkland in Genoa – from here there are 

incredible panoramic views of the city nestled below. Named for the walls (mura) that once 

surrounded Genoa as one of Europe’s largest fortifications, the park today still boasts several 

military forts dating back to the 17th and 18th centuries, including the striking Forte Diamante. 

The park is also a natural habitat, home to several species of protected flora and fauna. One of the 

most scenic areas is the Butterfly Trail, where flowers burst into life in springtime and provide the 

perfect environment for a number of unusual species of butterfly, such as the Hummingbird hawk-

moth. 

 
The dramatically situated Forte Diamante © Tim Thackray 

|5. From pesto to gelato, the food is simply divine 

Historically one of the most important ports on the Mediterranean, visitors to Genoa will be hard 

pushed to find a menu that doesn’t feature an abundance of seafood. From the simple – grilled 

octopus or marinated anchovies – to the elaborate cappon magron, a spectacular tower of mixed 

seafood traditionally served at Christmas, every option is fresh and flavoursome. 

But the city’s most famous home-grown delicacy is undoubtedly its pesto, with Cristoforo Colombo 

Airport recently waiving its 100ml liquids limit for the basil-based sauce so that enraptured tourists 



can take up to 500g back home in their hand luggage. Head straight to Mentelocale Café in the 

Palazzo Ducale for a hearty plateful, paired to perfection with Liguria’s worm-like trofie pasta. 

Afterwards, treat yourself to a gelato from one of the ubiquitous gelaterias. While it’s difficult to go 

wrong with Italian gelato in general, those searching for the best quality should steer clear of 

enticing, heaped mounds in the window, which can be a tell-tale sign of chemical additives. Many 

of the city’s finest gelaterias, such as Gelateria Profumo, store their treats in deep, lidded bins – 

perhaps losing some points on presentation, but protecting top quality, all-natural gelato in the 

process. 

 
Genoa's famous pesto © Creattivando 

|6. Charming seaside villages are only minutes away 

Perched as it is on the Ligurian coast, the city centre is a stone’s throw from a number of traditional 

fishing villages. 

Providing a break from the bustle of Genoa itself, the colourful corner of Boccadasse is a mere 15 

minutes’ drive away. One of the most photographed parts of Genoa, its jumble of pastel-painted 

houses bears a striking resemblance to the more famous Cinque Terre. Breakfast on the pebble 

beach to sample the relaxed local atmosphere. 

A little further out, an oceanfront path in Nervi offers spectacular views along stretches of the 

Italian coastline, with Bagni Medusa’s outdoor terrace the perfect place to pause for an aperitivo in 

the late afternoon sun. The village is also home to some of Genoa’s most prominent museums, 

many of which can be accessed via a stroll through Nervi’s extensive public parks. 

 
Boccadasse's pretty pastel-painted houses © XEDUM 



 


