
 

 

Best things to do in Genoa including tour of 

UNESCO palaces and the Slow Fish Festival 

From centuries-old palaces to well preserved forts, there are stunning historical sights on every 

corner 
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Genoa may not be one of Italy's big names but it definitely delivers 

Genoa may not be as well known as Rome or Florence, but this delightful north Italy city has much 

to offer. 
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From centuries-old palaces to well preserved forts, there are stunning historical sights on every 

corner. 

As you would expect in Italy, the food is particularly memorable with a range of specialities to try. 

A working port, Genoa is set in the stunning rolling hills between the Apennine mountains and the 

Ligurian sea. 

There's more than enough to keep you occupied, but here we look at some of the best things to do 

while you're in town. 
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1.Visit dozens of UNESCO palaces 

 
Palaces like these have been converted into museums but others are used as shops  

There are 42 UNESCO recognised palaces spread throughout the Strade Nuove (new streets) area - 

and each has it's own appeal. 

Together they became a World Heritage site in 2006, but are different in size, scale and makeup. 

Some of the Palazzi dei Rolli have become museums, private homes, banks or shops. 

The baroque and renaissance palaces are still stunning to look at it, with tall ceilings and incredible 

paintings that wouldn't look out of place in the Sistine Chapel. 

 



2. Hiking in the Parco Urbano delle Mura 

 
The remains of forts can be seen in the hills surrounding the city  

The hills behind Genoa stretch for 617 hectares with stunning views and plenty of opportunities to 

stretch your legs. 

The area is referred to as Parco Urbano delle Mura, or 'Park of the City Walls', as the hills are 

peppered with former military fortifications. 

You get there by taking a 30 minute ride up the Zecca Righi funicular railway from the centre. 

Guided tours run from March to October but it can be done without - just make sure you have a 

good map and a decent sense of direction. 

3.Food glorious food 

 
There's eye-catching food on every corner in Genoa  



Genoa is home to a number of local specialities, including some that will look very familiar. 

Focaccia bread is to be found on pretty much every menu in town, each with their own twist - as is 

pesto. 

For braver souls there's cappon magro, an elaborate, multi-layered melange of fish and salad 

covered in jelly. 

You can also expect to see plenty of filled pasta like ravioli and Torta Pasqualina, an excellent 

spinach and egg pie. 

4.Slow Fish Festival 

 
Fish pizza is just one of the unusual meals to enjoy at the Slow Fish Festival  

Held once every two years, the festival takes advantage of Genoa's harbourside location and 

abundance of seafood. 

More than 50,000 attend the event, which combines excellent food and wine with opportunities to 

learn more about sustainable food. 

There are lectures and film screenings, but what you really want is something to dazzle your taste 

buds and there's plenty of that. 

The event is particularly keen on showcasing less common seafood and there is plenty of local, 

organic booze if you fancy a tipple. 

For more information, visit the festival website. 

http://slowfish.slowfood.it/en/


5.Touring historic shops of the city 

 
There are plenty of treats on sale in Genoa's many historic shops  

Shopping is a particular delight in Genoa as many of the businesses are housed in interesting 

buildings.  

The town has set up a regional register of historic shops, including any that have been running for at 

least 70 years and meet certain requirements from the Department for Architectural Heritage.  

So far there are 41 on the list, including a traditional tripe shop, sweet stores and a family poultry 

business.  

Tours take place every Friday at 3.30pm, wandering through the attractive streets of the old town.  

For details of the tours and for a list of the shops, click here.  

FACT FILE 

Flights 

Flights to Genoa from London Gatwick start from £39 each-way with British Airways 

(www.britishairways.com) 

Accommodation 

A classic double room at the Palazzo Grillo Hotel starts from €135 (www.hotelpalazzogrillo.it) 

For more information on what to see and do in Genoa, go to www.visitgenoa.it/en. 
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