
GOING W ILD
For an extreme-sports knees-up in one 
of Europe’s most scenic settings, head 
to Switzerland’s Lauterbrunnen Valley, 
home to 72 waterfalls and the epic Eiger 
mountain. A ticket for the North Face 
Mountain Festival held here buys 
you three days of trail running, hiking, 
climbing, paragliding, canyoning and 
live music at base camp. Better pack the 
Berocca. Fly to Zurich. 14-17 September. 
thenorthface.com
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HIGH JINKS
Make like the human spider by 
shimmying up the UK’s highest climbing 
wall, recently opened on the side of an 
old grain silo that’s taller than the Tower 
of London. ROKTFACE tops out at 36 
metres, and from its summit you can see 
for 32km across the rolling Yorkshire 
hills. Or, if vertigo gets the better of you, 
try the indoor wall that’s just 21m. 
Harness up and don’t look down. 
Fly to Leeds Bradford. roktface.co.uk

FACE MELT ERS
If you think Berlin has the upper hand in 
industrial electro, try travelling an hour 
and a half south to Ferropolis, the 
open-air museum of 20th-century 
machinery which hosts Melt!, an 
electronic music festival headed up this 
year by Bonobo and MIA. Forget getting 
any shut eye on the all-night Sleepless 
dance fl oor, but there are treehouses, 
hammocks and a cool lake to chill out in. 
Fly to Berlin. 14-16 July. meltfestival.de

SPACING OU T
When one of the world’s most revered 
superclubs shuts its doors, it leaves big 
shoes to fi ll. Space Ibiza threw its fi nal 
closing party last year after 27 years 
of hedonistic beats, but Hï Ibiza has 
opened in its place and continues the 
legacy with an epic Thursday night 
techno-house residency by Joris Voorn, 
Kölsch, Luciano, Nic Fanciulli and Steve 
Lawler. There’s life in the White Isle yet. 
Fly to Ibiza. Until 28 September. hiibiza.com
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S TA R T ING YOUNG
Opera isn’t usually the most infant-
friendly aff air, but BambinO, at 
Manchester International Festival, turns 
this sometimes-stuff y genre on its head. 
The idea is that babies’ minds are open 
to new sounds and experiences, so 
letting them crawl on stage and interact 
with the performers allows their 
imaginations to alter each performance. 
We’re going gaga over it. Fly to 
Manchester. Until 16 July. mif.co.uk
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ROA RING T W ENTIES
We’re still swooning from Leonardo 
DiCaprio’s sexy Champagne toast in 
Baz Luhrmann’s fi lm of The Great Gatsby, 
but if you can bear to see the millionaire 
playboy channelled by anyone 
other than Leo, check out the ballet 
reimagining at Arena Zagreb. Dance and 
classical music casts this iconic story of 
the American dream in a whole new 
light. Fly to Pula. 14 October. 
svieventi.com/the-great-gatsby-ballet

SE A SH A NTIES
Italy’s largest sea port, in Genoa, is not 
only home to Europe’s biggest aquarium, 
but also Porto Antico Estate Spettacolo, 
a series of concerts held on the 
waterfront. The harbour stage hosts 
Italian theatre, cabaret and gigs each 
evening. Look out, also, for a one-off  
performance of Swan Lake. The old 
town’s buzzing bars and restaurants are 
just around the corner for the afterparty. 
Fly to Milan. 1 July-28 August. portoantico.it

GOOD BOOKS
What would Toad, the motorcar-
obsessed Wind In the Willows 
amphibian, eat for dinner? A fi ve-course 
banquet, of course. The immersive 
pop-up A Banquet In Toad Hall, based 
on Kenneth Grahame’s novel and held 
in a secret London location, promises 
to bring childhood memories back with 
passages read aloud as guests feast. 
Wear your fi nest tweed and goggles. 
Fly to London. theliteraryhour.com

BUILDING UP 
We can’t get enough of Scandi design 
and this year’s architecture arm of 
CHART, Copenhagen’s contemporary 
art fair, shows off  the brightest and 
best young Nordic talent through a 
pavilion-building competition focused 
on sustainable materials. Five fi nalists 
have been selected, with a winner set 
to be revealed on 2 September. Beats 
an afternoon at IKEA. Fly to Copenhagen. 
1-3 September. chartartfair.com

CA MER A RE A DY
Do your snaps always feature a blurry 
fi nger in the top corner? Learn the 
tricks of the trade from a professional 
on a four-day photography break on 
Gozo, off  the coast of Malta, where 
there’s plenty of picture fodder: ancient 
temples that predate the pyramids, plus 
cliff top sunrises perfect for testing your 
aperture skills. Sightseeing and skill 
boosting? Winning. Fly to Malta. Until 
10 Dec. artisantravel.co.uk
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